GEORGE THE   THIRD
them were such eminent men as General Conway, Lord John
Cavendish, Thomas Grenville and Mansfield. Head of the poll
in Middlesex was the redoubtable "Wilkes, who stood for * the
Constitution, Mr Pitt and the Kong-.' Now he was emphatically
protesting that at no time in his life had he been a Wilkite!
Pitt himself topped the poll for tbe University of Cambridge.
Tremendously pleased the King wrote to him on April 5th:
I cannot refirain from the pleasure of expressing to Mr Pitt how much
his success at Cambridge has made me rejoice, as he is the highest
on the return, and that Lord Eustoii is his colleague. This renders
his election for the university a real honour, and reconciles me to
Ms having declined Bath.
The election was more than the eclipse of the old Whig Party:
it was a landmark in the development of English kingship. For
seventeen years Pitt was to remain at the helm of the ship of
State. His policy was dictated fry his own conception ojf the
public good. His great strength of character as a political leader
precluded any attempt on the part of the monarch to interfere in
the business of government, except when his own honour was
concerned; and thus it happened that George withdrew more
and more into the background of the political arena, escaping
much of the dust and heat of party strife and coming forward
only to perform those functions wiich are most graciously per-
formed by Royalty. His interest in public affairs remained as
keen as ever; but after twenty-four years he had found a
politician capable of directing the nation's life with c firmness ' and
honesty of purpose; and he was content with the arrangement.
*           *           #
GEORGE NEVER WAS reconciled to the conditions of the Treaty
of Versailles, 1783. He was convinced that the North American
colonies might have been retained within the fabric of the Empire
had the politicians pulled together like true-born Englishmen.
Fox had suggested that he might receive a Minister from the
United States. George's reply was unequivocal:
As to the question whether I -wish to receive a Minister from
America, I certainly can never express its being agreeable to me;
and indeed I should think it wisest for both parties to have only
agents who can settle any matters of commerce*
224